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PREFACE 


Since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  in  1S85,  the 
compiler  has  taken  great  pains  to  keep  informed  of  the 
many  changes  taking  place  in  the  Family,  and  now  presents 
it  as  complete  to  November,  1S98. 

This  Record  is  mtended  solely  for  the  Family,  and  is  not 
for  sale. 

It  is  changed  to  its  present  form,  to  enable  the  various 
members  to  easily  make  such  additions  as  may  become 
known  to  them,  which  the  previous  form  would  not  permit. 

Those  having  copies  of  the  previous  edition  will  notice 
an  almost  complete  change  of  the  section,  entitled,  "  Thomas 
Lincoln  the  Miller,  to  Captain  Rufus  Lincoln  of  Ware- 
ham." 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  anything  like  exact  data 
of  the  early  branches,  but  those  here  given  may  be  taken  as 
being  very  nearly  correct ;  some  differences  still  appear, 
but  they  are  explained  by  notes. 

Aside  from  "family  papers,"  information  has  been  ob- 
tained from  "The  History  of  Taunton,"  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
H.  Emery;  "The  Hodges  Family,"  by  A.  D.  Hodges; 
"  Stephen  Lincoln  of  Oakham,"  by  John  E.  Morris  ;  from 
letters  in  possession  of  the  "Old  Colony  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Taunton ; "  and  researches  of  Mr.  Frank  Lincoln 
Stevens. 
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The  compiler  hopes  that  the  Family  will  kindly  keep 
him  posted  as  to  any  changes  that  may  occur,  and  also 
notify  him  of  any  errors  or  omissions  which  they  may 
note. 

JAMES   MINOR  LINCOLN. 

Wareham,  Mass.,  January  i,  1899. 
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RUFUS    LINCOLN 

Captain  Rufus  Lincoln,  the  sixth  in  line  from  Thomas 
Lincoln  "the  miller,"  the  first  immigrant  of  our  family  to 
this  country,  was  the  son  of  Ichabod  and  Hannah  (Codding) 
Lincoln. 

He  was  born  November  lo,  175 1,  at  Taunton,  Mass., and 
it  is  supposed  he  followed  the  pursuit  of  his  father,  that  of 
a  farmer. 

When  the  news  of  the  battle  at  Lexington  was  taken  by 
courier  to  Taunton  from  Boston,  April  19,  1775,  it  reached 
there  the  same  evening,  and  Rufus  Lincoln  started  the  next 
day  as  corporal  of  his  company  of  "  minute  men,"  reporting 
for  duty  at  Roxbury.  This  is  known  as  the  "  Lexington 
Alarm." 

He  ^\-as  present  at  Cambridge  on  July  3,  1775,  when 
Washington  took  command  of  the  forces. 

He  *ook  part  in  the  so-called  battle  of  Dorchester  Heights. 

Owing  to  the  loss  of  many  of  his  papers  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  by  the  burning  of  the  Patent  Office,  we  lose  sight  of 
his  services  until  May  13,  1776,  when  he  was  given  a  com- 
mission as  second  lieutenant  by  the  "  council  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay."     (See  commission  Xo.  i.) 

November  10,  1776,  he  received  from  Congress  a  com- 
mission signed  by  John  Hancock,  Brest.,  as  first  lieutenant, 
to  act  as  captain.     (See  commission  No.  2.) 

In  an  old  account  against  the  United  States  the  following 
shows  his  occupation  in  the  army. 

"Subsistence  while  recruiting  from  Dec.  i,  I776>  ^^ 
March  20,  1777,  15  weeks  S2.G0  per  week  541.45." 

March  20,  1777,  he  marched  from  Taunton  with  a  com- 
pany he  had  raised  and  equipped,  and  which  he  maintained 
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at  his  ouTi  expense  until  its  arrival  at  Fort  Ticonderoga. 
For  this  he  was  never  reimbursed  by  the  Government,  but 
he  had  afterwards  to  sell  his  farm  in  Taunton  to  pay  his 
men. 

The  papers  destroyed  in  Washington  were  the  proofs  of 
his  service,  and  his  claim  for  reimbursement  and  unsettled 
pay. 

His  march  was  through  the  following  places  :  Taunton 
March  20,  1777,  Norton,  Mansfield,  Wrentham,  Mendon. 
Upton,  Grafton,  Worcester,  Leicester,  Spencer,  Brookfield, 
Westown,  Ware,  Belcher,  Hadley,  Northampton,  Chester- 
field, Worthington,  Partridgefield,  Gageborough,  New  Provi- 
dence, East  Hoosic,  Williamstown,  all  in  Massachusetts ; 
Pownal,  Bennington,  Shaftsbury,  Arlington,  Sunderland, 
Manchester,  Dorset,  Rupert,  Pawlet,  in  Vermont ;  Skenes- 
boro',  Fort  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.,  arriving  there  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1777. 

After  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne  and  the  close  of 
the  Saratoga  campaign  he  marched  to  Albany  October  18, 
thence  making  various  stops  to  White  Marsh,  or,  as  it  is 
better  kno^vn,  Valley  Forge,  where  he  arrived  November  22, 
1777. 

One  of  his  memoranda  says  he  was  allowed  extra  pay  for 
building  huts. 

On  December  28,  1777,  while  on  a  scouting  party,  he 
says  he  was  "  taken  prisoner  near  Schoolkill  near  a  bridge 
confined  in  the  State  House."  He  was  captured  by  a  troop 
of  Hessians  commanded  by  an  English  officer,  and  nearly 
lost  his  life  by  being  thrust  by  a  bayonet,  but  was  saved  by 
the  officer  in  command  striking  up  the  musket. 

He  was  confined  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  State  House 
until  January  4,  1778,  when  he  was  confined  in  the  "new 
goal  "  in  Philadelphia. 

February  17,  1778,  he  was  removed  to  the  "  Golden  Sv.an  " 
in  Philadelphia;  thence  back  to  the  "goal  "  again  March  18. 

May    7,  he  says,  "had  my  parole  to  Mrs.  Kindals  house." 

Mrs.  Kendal  did  a  great  deal  to  help  the  condition  of  the 
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American  officers  confined  as  prisoners  in  Philadelphia,  and 
after  the  war  was  over  "  she  was  voted  about  ^^400,  by  Con- 
gress for  the  support  she  had  given  our  officers."  (From  a 
letter  to  Rufus  Lincoln  from  a  fellow  prisoner  of  war  whose 
home  was  in  Philadelphia.) 

May  12,  he  says,  "  took  the  Small  pox." 
June   16  he   left   Philadelphia   for  New  York,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  2Sth. 

June  29  he  writes,  "had  my  parole  on  Long  Island  to 
live  at  Petrus  Ammermans,  Flatlands  Township,  Kings 
County." 

July  28,  17S0,  while  on  parole  on  Long  Island  he  was 
commissioned  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  as  captain 
of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot.      (See  commission  No.  3.) 

November  4,  17S0,  he  removed  to  Mrs.  Ida  Striker's  house, 
where  he  remained  until, released  January  25,  1781. 

Rufus  Lincoln  refused  to  attempt  to  escape,  considering 
his  parole  of  more  value  than  his  freedom. 

After  his  release  he  rejoined  the  army,  and  his  commis- 
sion as  full  captain  was  given  him  by  Congress,  dated  May 
18,  1 78 1,  to  rank  as  captain  from  April  13,  17S0,  of  the 
7th  ^Massachusetts  regiment.     (See  commission  No.  4.) 

In  an  old  book  he  has  written  out  an  account  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  "for  marching  So  Re- 
cruits from  Springfield  to  West  Point,  for  Twenty  Five  new 
Commission  Dollars,"  which  is  dated  May  28,  1771. 

January,  1783,  he  received  a  furiough,  to  go  home  to  be 
married  (copy  of  which  is  herewith),  returning  to  duty,  on 
expiration  of  his  leave,  in  April.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
fomied  by  his  wife's  grandfather,  Brigadier-General  George 
Godfrey,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who 
was  vested  with  such  authority. 

"June  2,  1783.     Congress  Resolved  that 

"  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  motion 

resolved.     That  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  instructed  to 

grant  furioughs  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  m 

the  service  of  the  United  States,  enlisted  to  serve  during 
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the  war,  who  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  definite 
treaty  of  peace  is  concluded,  together  with  a  proportionable 
number  of  commissioned  officers  of  different  grades,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Commander  in  Chief,  take 
proper  measures  for  conducting  these  troops  to  their  respec- 
tive houses,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  most  convenient  to 
themselves,  and  the  several  states  through  which  they  pass, 
and  that  the  men  thus  furloughed  be  allowed  to  take  their 
arms  with  them." 

Under  this  resolution  Rufus  Lincoln  left  the  camp  at 
New  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  on  furlough  June  15,  17S3,  and  on 
November  3,  1783,  he  was  discharged  from  the  army  by 
order  of  Congress. 

Owfng  to  a  constant  dispute  as  to  seniority  among  the 
Massachusetts  captains,  "  A  Board  of  General  and  Field 
Officers"  was  convened  at  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  to  once  and  for 
all  settle  the  dispute. 

Head  Quarters  Newburgh  3d  May  17S2. 

The  following  arrangement  of  Captains  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Line,  being  fixed  by  a  board  of  General  and  P'ield  Officers 
duly  authorized  is  approved  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
it  is  to  be  considered  as  conclusive. 

Rufus  Lincoln  is  No.  60  on  this  list. 

Rufus  Lincoln  was  also  an  original  member  of  the  "  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati." 

After  the  war  Rufus  Lincoln  returned  to  Taunton.  The 
following  is  from  one  of  his  memorandum-books. 

"  February  nth  1783.  Then  Was  married  Rufus  Lincoln 
to  Lydia  Sprague  —  and  moved  to  live  together,  October 
the  14th  1783." 

Rufus  Lincoln's  portion  under  the  will  of  his  father 
Ichabod  Lincoln,  "Division  made  February  2,  1772,  was  12 
acres  of  land,  and  one  fourth  of  a  Grist  Mill.  (Will-Book 
22,  Will  127,  Division  p.  170.     Bri.stol  County  Wills.)  " 

Rufus  Lmcoln  was  Selectman  of  Taunton  1792- 1796. 
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April  9,  179S,  he  moved  from  Taunton  to  Norton  to  live 
on  a  farm  of  George  Leonard's,  Esq. 

April  2,  1799,  he  moved  from  Taunton  to  Wareham, 
Mass. 

He  died  in  Wareham,  Mass.,  February  11,  1838,  on  the 
fifty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  marriage,  and  at  about  the  same 
time  in  the  afternoon,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Rufus  Lincoln  was  small  of  stature,  an  unassuming  man, 
patriotic,  and  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  picture  of  him  exists,  nor  is 
it  known  that  he  ever  had  one  painted. 

It  was  the  testimony  of  his  old  Colonel,  Gamaliel  Brad- 
ford,—as  told  by  his  son  Gamaliel,  Jr.,  who  had  been  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Rufus  Lincoln's  company,  —  to  my  grandfather 
Minor  Sprague  Lincoln,  that  "  Captain  Lincoln  was  never 
shot  in  the  back." 

Letters  in  possession  of  the  family,  from  his  comrades  in 
arms,  speak  of  him  with  affection  and  respect. 

On  the  5th  of  April  next  (1899)  it  will  be  just  one  hun- 
dred years  since  Rufus  Lincoln  arrived  from  Norton,  Mass., 
with  two  ox  teams,  conveying  his  family  and  worldly  pos- 
sessions, taking  up  his  home  upon  what  has  ever  since  been 
known  as  "  Lincoln  Hill." 

The  .old  homestead  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  familv, 
the  present  owner  and  occupant  being  the  compiler  of  these 
records,  a  great-grandson  of  Captain  Rufus  Lincoln. 

[Copy] 

Commontoralt!)  of  n3assact)ii0ftts 

OFFICE   OF   THE   SECRET.\RV 

REVOLUTIONARY   WAR    SERVICE   OF    RUFUS 
LINCOLN 
Rufus  Lixcoln 

Appears  with  rank  of  2"^  Lieu',  on  Muster  and  Pay  Roll, 
of  Captain  Matthew  Randalls  Co.  Col.  Thomas  Marshalls 
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Re^m*.  Enlisted  May  13,  1776.  Discharged  Aug.  i,  1776. 
Services  2  mos.  17  Ds,     (Vol.  22,  p.  187.) 

Appears  among  a  List  of  Officers  of  the  Mass.  :Militia  as  2<i. 
Lieut.,  in  Captain  ^Matthew  Randalls  Co.  Col.  Marshalls 
Reg'.  Commissioned  July  5,  1776.     (Vol.  28,  p.  121.) 

Appears  with  rank  of  Lieu',  on  a  Pay  abstract  of  Cap'. 
James  Coopers  Co.  Col°.  Bradfords  Reg',  for  subsistence 
money  113  days.  Residence  Taunton,  Service  from  Dec. 
3,  1776,  to  arrival  at  Bennington  Vt.  Dated  March  14, 
1777.     (\'ol.  18,  p.  24.) 

Appears  with  the  grade  of  2^  Lieut,  on  a  Return  of  Capt. 
ALitthew  Randalls  Co.  Col.  Thomas  Marshalls  Res',  in 
ser\-ice  from  Aug.  i,  to  Nov.  i,  1776.     (\'ol.  22,  p.  108.) 

Appears  with  grade  of  Lieu',  on  a  Return  of  Cap'. 
Matthew  Randalls  Co.  —  Col.  Thomas  Marshalls  Regm'. 
in  ser\'ice  from  Nov.  1776,  i  mo.  2  ds.     (Vol.  22,  p.  113.) 

Appears  with  Rank  of  Corporal  on  Lexington  Alarm  Roll 
of  Cap'.  Robert  Crossman's  Co.  —  Colonel  Nathaniel 
Leonard's  Reg'.,  which  marched  Apl.  20^^,  in  response 
to  the  alarm  of  Apl.  19'^  1775,  from  Taunton  to  Ro.xbur}', 
Service  12  ds.      Residence  Taunton.      (Vol.  12,  p.  21.) 

Appears  among  a  List  of  Officers  of  the  Mass.  Militia,  Con- 
firmed by  Council  on  the  recommendation  of  Col.  Bradford, 
as  i^'  Lieut,  in  Capt.  Coopers  Co. — Col.  Gamaliel  Brad- 
ford's Regt.     In  Council  Mch.  7,  1779.    (Vol.  10,  p.  323.) 

Appears  with  Rank  of  Lieut,  on  Continental  Army  Pay 
Accounts  of  Col.  Bradfords  Reg',  for  Ser\'ice  from  Jan.  i, 
1777,  to  Dec.  31,  1779.  Reported  made  prisoner  Dec.  28, 
1777,  at  Xew  York.     (Vols.  10  &  18,  pp.  330  &  172.) 

Appears  among  a  List  of  Officers  as  Lieut,  recommended 
to  be  Captain  Lieutenant,  in  Col.  Gamaliel  Bradford's 
Reg'.  Commissioned  Dec.  28,  1779,  Reported  to  rank  as 
such  from  Oct.  8,  1779.     (Vol.  202,  p.  4.) 

Appears  in  a  .Certificate  stating  that  said  Lincoln  belong- 
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ing  to  Wareham  was  a  Capt.  in  the  14*''  Reg».  from  Apl. 
13,  1780,  having  been  promoted  from  a  Lieutenantcy  in 
the  same  Reg',  was  transferred  to  the  7"^  Regt.,  and 
there  served  until  his  discharge  in  1783.    (Vol.  72,  p.  199.) 

Appears  in  a  Register  of  Furloughs  of  Officers  in  L'.  Col. 
J.  Brooks  (7'^)  Regt.  since  Jan.  i,  1781.  Rank  Captain. 
Leave  given  by  Genl.  Gates  at  Windsor  to  go  to  Taunton 
from  Jan.  4,  to  April  15,  1783.     (Vol.  74,  p.  57.) 

Appears  with  Rank  of  Captain  on  Muster  Rolls  of  Rufus 
Lincoln's  Co.  L'.  Col.  John  Brooks  (7''')  Reg',  in  service 
from  Jan.  1781  to  Feb.  1782.  Reported  on  furlough  since 
Jan.  31,  1 78 1.  On  ^Muster  Rolls  for  Feb.  and  March,  17S1. 
Reported  on  Furlough  'till  May  i,  1781.  Reported  on 
Command  at  West  Point  on  ^Muster  Roll  for  June,  17S1. 
Reported  on  Muster  Roll  for  Feb.  1782,  furloughed  from 
Feb.  17  to  Apl.  10,  1782.     (Vol.  50&  51.    Files  i  &  11.) 

Appears  with  Rank  of  Captain  on  Continental  Army  Pay 
Accounts  of  Cap'.  Rufus  Lincoln's  Co.  Col.  Bradfords 
Reg',  for  ser^'ice  from  Jan.  i,  to  Dec.  31,  1780.  Reported 
served  3  mos.  5  ds.  as  Lieutenant,  and  8  mos.  15  ds.  as 
Captain.     (\^ol.  19,  part  i,  p.  113.) 

Appears  among  a  List  of  Officers  as  Captain  in  Lt.  Col. 
John  Brooks  Reg'.  Commissioned  April  13,  1780.  Dated 
ApL  16,  1783.     (Vol.  74,  p.  461.) 

Boston",  Dec.  14.  1896. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  abstract  from  the  Re- 
cords Index  to  the  Revolutionary  War  Archives  deposited 
in  this  office. 

Witness  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Signed  Wm.  M.  Clin,  Secretar}'. 

[      Seal.      J 


LYDIA   SPRAGUE 

AND 

FAMILIES   FROM   WHICH    SHE   DESCENDED 


LYDIA   SPRAGUE 


Lydia  Sprague,  the  daughter  of  Minor  Sprague  and 
Deborah  Godfrey,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn., 
February  27,  1758.  She  was  descended  from  Richard  God- 
frey, 1st,  as  follows  :  — 

Richard  Godfrey,  ist  .     .     .  wife  unknown. 
Richard  Godfrey,  2d  .     .     .  Mary  Richmond. 

John  Godfrey Johanna  Gooding. 

George  Godfrey  (Brig. -Gen.)  Lydia  Hodges. 
Deborah  Godfrey  ....  Minor  Sprague. 
Lydia  Sprague       ....  Rufus  Lincoln. 


Thence 


Drusilla  Lincoln 
Rufus  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Bradford  Lincoln 
Prudence  Lincoln 
Gamaliel  Lincoln 


Minor  Sprague  Lincoln 

George  Gilbert  Lincoln 
Lydia  Lincoln  .       .     . 


.  Spencer  Leonard. 

.  Mercy  Stevens. 

.  Mercy  Gibbs. 

.  James  Field. 

.  Susan  Russer. 

/^Elizabeth  Wheaton. 

I  Almira  Shepard. 

I  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Borden. 

V  Caroline  Augusta  Seabury. 

.  unmarried. 

.  Elnathan  Ellis. 


Her  grandfather,  George  Godfrey,  was  a  man  of  note  in 
his  day,  and  was  called  the  "little  God  of  Taunton."  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Godfrey  and  Johanna  Gooding,  his  wife. 

He  was  born  in  Taunton  March  19,  1 720-1. 

He  served  as  a  private  in  1746  in  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  afterwards  served  on  the  frontier  in  1762,  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  a  troop  of  horse  in   1771,  major  of  a 
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regiment  of  militia,  the  companies  coming  from  Taunton, 
Norton,  Mansfield,  Attleboro',  and  Raynham,  was  colonel  in 
1774,  and  continued  till  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Was  a  naember  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  and 
Safety  during  the  war.  Promoted  from  colonel  to  office  of 
brigadier-general,  and  was  the  first  citizen  of  Bristol  County, 
Mass.,  upon  whom  the  rank,  title,  and  honor  were  conferred. 
Dated  1776,  Februar)-  8. 

Commanded  the  Bristol  County  Brigade  till  1 781,  about 
five  years,  two  of  them  including  the  most  dark  and  gloomy 
period  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  which  are  spoken 
of  even  now  as  "  the  days  that  tried  men's  souls." 

He  commanded  the  Bristol  County  Brigade  at  Rhode 
Island  August  i,  17S0. 

Was  a  Selectman  of  Taunton,  1788,  1789,  1790,  1791. 

County  Treasurer,  1776,  1791. 

County  Assessor,  1775,  17S8. 

Town  Treasurer,  1775. 

Representative  to  General  Court,  1770,  17S4. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  he  married  from  September,  1760,  to 
March  29,  1781,  or  as  far  as  his  records  are  extant ;  but  he 
married  later  than  this,  as  our  ancestors  Lydia  Sprague  and 
Rufus  Lincoln  were  married  by  him  in  1783. 

General  George  Godfrey  was  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Lydia  Hodges  (daughter  of  Henry  Hodges 
And  Sarah  Leonard,  his  wife),  who  was  born  about  1720,  mar- 
ried to  George  Godfrey  April  3,  1740,  and  died  1741-2. 

They  had  one  daughter  by  this  marriage,  Deborah  God- 
frey, who  was  the  mother  of  Lydia  Sprague. 

His  second  wife,  Bethia  Hodges,  whom  he  married  May 
9,  1744,  bore  him  fiv'e  daughters  and  three  sons. 

His  third  wife  was  a  Mrs.  Abigail  Dean,  2d,  «/<?  Shaw, 
whom  he  married  September  5,  1786. 

George  Godfrey  died  June  29,  1793. 

Lydia  Sprague  was  also  descended  from  one  of  the 
"Signers  of  the  Mayflower  Compact,"  it  is  claimed,  though 
this  has  not  been  absolutely  authenticated ;  still,  it  gives  her 
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IS 


descent  in  another  line.  The  doubt  is  whether  tJie  Jolin 
Rogers  mentioned  was  the  son  of  Thomas  of  the  May- 
flower, there  being  no  less  than  four  of  this  name  living  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

It  is  correct,  however,  from  "  Abigail  Rogers,"  down. 


Thomas  Rogers  . 
John  Rogers  .  . 
Abigail  Rogers  . 
Mar)^  Richmond  . 
John  Godfrey- 
George  Godfrey  . 
Deborah  Godfrey 
Lydia  Sprague    . 


Drusilla  Lincoln 
Rufus  Lincoln     . 
Bradford  Lincoln 
Prudence  Lincoln 
Gamaliel  Lincoln 


Minor  Sprague  Lincoln 

George  Gilbert  Lmcoln 
Lydia  Lincoln     ,     .     . 


.  Mayflower  Signer,  died  1621. 

.  Ann  Churchman. 

.  John  Richmond. 

.  Richard  Godfrey,  2d. 

.  Johanna  Gooding. 

.  Lydia  Hodges. 

.  Minor  Sprague. 

.  Rufus  Lincoln. 

Thence 

.  Spencer  Leonard. 
.  Mercy  Stevens. 
.  Mercy  Gibbs. 
.  James  Field. 
.  Susan  Russell. 
/^Elizabeth  Wheaton. 
J  Almira  Shepard. 
I  Mrs.  l\Iary  Ann  Borden. 
VCaroline  Augusta  Seabury. 
.  unmarried. 
.  Elnathan  Ellis. 


THE   LINCOLN    FAMILY   OF  WAREHAM, 
.     MASS. 


THOMAS   LINCOLN,   "THE   MILLER,' 


CAPTAIN   RUFUS   LINCOLN, 


WAREHAM,  MASS. 


V 


;A 


■  A 


'CoTony  of  the  ; 
Mqfachiifelts-Baj^ 


.\ 


)/^^r  ^^'. 


'/^/^r; 


OU  being  appowtcd,  !  .^'■<"'«^cJ^'''-'«;    o/,iy(^;,,,/,.i,,,^i,'r,'>.>/c 


(Par.,,..,  ji.  a.  ./eZ.,. ■/.///:. 


The  Major  Part  of  the  COUNCIL  oF  the  Ma}fa}hifctfs-Bay,  ift 

i\evj-Ei!^land,  [ 

yji^Viif  ■^ /^icc//''f/    l/ri.,//^r,[,,,j^,.\       Greeting. 

/;„-^'/;.„  • 

fl  and 

are  thcietorc  carefully andji|illgcn[ly  to  difcliargc  the  Duty  oi  '\,%c.-./jrf)  in  leading,  or- 
dering, and  cxercifiiig  faid  C'.n.y,.,,.,.  in  Arms,  bocli  Inferior  OfTiccrs  ind  So'dScrs  ;  and  to  keep 
them  in  good  Order  ond  Dltipllne  :  And  they  are  hereby  commanded  to  obey  you  as  their 
j?!'Uv, ;, .',  and  yoii  are  yjiurftlf,  to  obfcivc  and  follow  fuch  Orden  and  Jnftru'.^ions  as  you 
fhall  from  Time  to  Timordtcive  from  ///<■  <■  'It.yor  Jj'i'i/  o/  /Ar  ■   '  '' 


By  N'irtue  of  the  Power  Veiled  in  tls,  WE  do  by  thefc  Prcfcnts.  CrepoHng  fncci.il  f 
Confidence  in  your  Lcyalty,  Courage,  and  goodCondufl,)  Commiflion  you  acjordlngl 
are  therefore  carefully  and;  ililiircncly  to  difcliarge  the  Duty  oi  ?i,,%-c:.//ri.A  '  in  Icai 


G  ly  K  N 


-■/-• 


undsrmr  Hands  and  the  Seal  of  the  faldCihiy,  at 


c> 


D 


Ya,-trt,/th^ 


'By  ,tha  Commailcl  tf  th^) 
M&jpt  Part  of  the  CmncillJ 


the  Tear  of  c:ir  Lord,    177 


W 


DERIVATION   OF   THE   NAME   OF   LINCOLN 

The  name  Lincoln  is  derived  from  two  words,  "  Lin"  be- 
ing an  abbreviation  of  the  name  of  the  Roman  colony  of 
Lindum,  England,  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Lincoln, 
and  "  Coin,"  from  Colonia.  Consequently  the  name  means 
"  Lindum  Colonia." 

As  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  Lindum  there  is  no 
knowledge. 

This,  and  the  Roman  colony  of  Agrippina,  or  as  con- 
tracted to  the  present  "Coin,"  "  Koln,"  "Cologne,"  are  the 
only  two  colonies  of  Imperial  Rome  which  continue  to  have 
this  designation  perpetuated  in  their  names. 

Wareham,  Mass.,  is  named  from  Wareham,  County  Dorset, 
England,  and  is  similarly  situated  on  a  peninsula. 

Wareham,  Mass.,  is  on  a  peninsula  at  the  head  of  Buz- 
zard's Bay,  between  the  rivers  Weweantit  on  the  west,  and 
the  Wankinquoah  on  the  east,  upon  the  latter  of  which  is 
situated  the  town. 

Wareham,  England,  is  on  a  peninsula  between  the  rivers 
Piddle  and  Frome. 

The  country  around  Wareham,  ]Mass.,  was  settled  early  in 
the  history  of  Plymouth  Colony  (about  1680)  by  settlers 
from  Plymouth,  to  whom  grants  were  made  by  the  colony, 
the  land  having  been  bought  from  the  Indians. 

The  town  was  incorporated  July  6,  1739. 

The  name  of  Lincoln  has  been  variously  spelled  by  our 
worthy  ancestors,  Lincon,  Linkon,  Linkoln,  Linkhorn, 
Linkhoon,  Linton,  and  by  Thos.  Lincoln  "  the  Miller  "  as 
Linckon. 

Thomas  Lincoln,  "  the  Miller,"  to  distinguish  him  from 
the  three  other  Thomas  Lincolns  (the  Weaver,  the  Cooper, 
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the  Husbandman),  came  to  Hingham,  I\Iass.,  from  Norfolk 
County,  England,  in  1635. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1636,  he  was  granted  house  lots  of  five 
acres  of  land,  on  what  is  now  South,  near  Main  Street.  In 
1649  ^^  removed  to  Taunton  and  plied  his  trade  as  a  miller. 

In  his  will  of  28  August,  1683,  he  calls  himself  "eighty 
years  of  age  or  thereabout."  Will  proved  March  5th  fol- 
lowing. ("  History  of  Taunton,"  by  the  Town,  1S93,  vol.  iii. 
pt.  2,  p.  20.) 

Thomas  Lincoln  returned  to  Hingham,  where  he  died 
Feb.  II,  1684. 


EXTRACTS   RELATING   TO  THOMAS   LINCOLN 
THE   MILLER 

J^rorn  '■^History  of  Taunton,  MassT  by  Samuel  Emery  Hopkins,  D.  D. 

P.  90.  Thomas  Lincon  Senior  "  Miller  "  came  to  Taun- 
ton from  Hingham  in  1649,  ^^<^  ^o^"  ^^^  purpose  cf  pursuing 
his  calling,  which  he  faithfully  followed. 

The  town  voted  him  accommodations. 

His  residence  was  on  the  mill  lot,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
mill.  He  became  a  large  landholder.  He  died  in  1C84. 
The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  205  pounds  and  8  shillings. 
His  \\-ill  of  1683  gives  his  loving  wife  Elizabeth  the  use  of 
his  house  and  orchard  "  where  my  house  now  standeth,  if 
she  remain  a  widow." 

His  son  John  has  the  house  "  where  he  now  dwelleth  this 
side  Scaddings  oSIoor." 

John,  Samuel,  and  daughter  Mary  have  the  Mill.  He 
also  makes  mention  of  his  eldest  son  Thomas,  his  daughter 
Sarah's  son,  and  his  son-in-law  Joseph  Willis. 

Thomas  Linkon  Junior,  who  came  from  Hingham  with 
his  father,  was  assigned  a  house  lot  by  vote  of  the  town  as 
follows :  — 

"  It  is  also  ordered  that  Thomas  Linkon  Junior  shall  have 
six  acres  of  land  at  y«  place,  where  the  meeting  house  tim- 
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ber  was  cut,  to  be  laid  out  as  shall  be  most  convenient  upon 
view  by  such  as  are  appointed  to  take  view  thereof." 

P.  109.  In  a  deed  found  in  Plymouth  Colony  Deeds,  book 
3,  page  1 18,  Thomas  Linkoln  Senior,  and  Thomas  Linkoln  Jr. 
are  among  the  grantees. 

P.  119.  If  therefore  these  eighty  three  pounds  be  added 
to  the  190  pounds  paid  directly  to  Philip  [King  Philip]  it 
would  seem  that  the  South  Purchase  cost  the  purchasers 
273  pounds  in  all. 

This  whole  tract  four  miles  square  was  therefore,  Noven> 
ber  26,  1672,  conveyed  by  said  committee  to  the  parties  in- 
terested, by  a  declaratory  deed  of  that  date  of  which  a  copy 
may  be  found  in  "Taunton  Proprietor)'  Rec,"  vol.  iv.,  p.  232. 

Among  the  names  of  "  ye  Associates  "  we  find 
"Thomas  Linkon  Sen"". 
Thomas  Linkon  Jun^" 
An   interesting   clause   of   that    deed    reads,    "  3^^'^  —  That 
these  associates  shall  not  make  any  alteration  of  their  parts 
or  interest,  in  the  aforesaid  land  to    any  foreigner  except 
first  approved  by  the  town  of  Taunton." 

Pp.  328-330.  The  first  militars'  company  of  Taunton  was 
raised  in  1649.  The  next  record,  after  the  "Act  of  the 
General  Court  approving  of  the  Company  Officers,"  is  a 
roster,  found  among  the  "City  Hall  Papers,"  dated  April 
8,  1682,  .showing  that  the  company  was  dinded  into  four 
squadrons,  for  the  guidance  of  members  in  attendance  of 
meeting  on  the  "  Lord's  Day,"  and  there  appears  in  the  — 
"  2'^  Squadron  —  Thomas  Linkon." 

"The  Court's  order  is  that  ever\'  soldier  bring  his  amies 
fixed  to  meeting,  when  it  is  his  turn,  with  six  charges  of 
powder  and  shot,  and  if  any  refuse  to  performe  therein,  to 
be  fined  too  shillings  for  every  such  default,  and  ten  shil- 
lings if  it  appear  to  be  in  contempt,  to  be  gathered  by  order 
from  the  Commission  Officers,  and  by  the  Constables,  and 
if  any  stay  from  meeting  because  they  will  not  bring  their 
Armes  to  meeting  such  to  be  summoned  to  court  &c. 
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"  Therefore  fail  not  of  your  duty,  and  expect  no  further 
warning. 

"  George  Macev. 
"  Thomas  Leonard. 
"April  the  8th  1682." 

The  squadrons  were  to  bring  their  "  armes  "  from  April 
l6th  to  the  last  of  October,  taking  their  turns  successively. 

The  first  settlers  of  Taunton  were  for  the  most  part  work- 
ing men  and  women. 

They  tilled  the  land,  and  their  corn  crop  suggested  a 
"  Grist  Mill,"  not  far  from  Cohanet  Street,  where  a  dam  was 
built,  1639-40. 

A  document  bearing  date  171 1,  and  signed  by  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  inhabitants  of  Taunton,  distinctly  states  :  — 

"  We  have  heard,  and  some  of  our  fathers  have  told,  that 
the  reason  of  building  our  town  where  it  is,  was,  that  small 
river  to  set  our  Grist  ^lill  on,  and  there,  hath  been  one  from 
the  beginning  of  the  town. 

"The  name  of  the  first  miller  known  to  us  is  Thomas  Lin- 
kon,  who  came  to  Taunton  from  Hingham  in  1649,  rcmov-  ' 
ing  his  family  here  in  1652,  the  year  that  has  been  some- 
times called  '  The  Year,'  but  erroneously,  as  we  have  shown, 
of  the  first  Grist  Mill.  Mr.  Linkon  was  proprietor  of  the 
mill  some  thirty  years  or  till  his  death  in  16S4,  when  his  sons 
John  and  Samuel  came  into  possession  of  it." 

In  1698-99  Robert  Grossman  purchased  the  property  for 
SLxty  pounds. 

Iron  had  been  discovered  quite  abundant  on  "Two  Mile 
River  "  and  other  locations  in  Taunton,  and  the  enterprising 
Pilgrim  setflers  considered  the  field  open  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  "  bloomerie  "  on  that  river. 

The  first  steps  were  taken  Oct.  23,  1652.  The  company 
was  organized  in  1653-54,  and  the  name  of  Thomas  Linkon 
Senior  is  anions  the  subscribers. 
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AND 
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'Jf*e  r>  E  L  E  Q  A|T  E  S  of  t\ic  U  ISiT  ED  STAtESof  Ncw-H<i>.,/,/Jjlrc,  Mapchufctts-Bay, 
fc.hode-Jjland,  CorlneBicut,  New-Yom.New-J;rfey,  Pcnnfylvania,  the  Coincles  of  New-Cajile,  Kent 
and -Sw/eAT  on  Dclpare,  Maryland,  k^gtnla,  North-Carolina,  South-Carol  na,  r^ni  Georgia,  fO 

E,  rcpofj^ig  cfpecIalTruftc-l  d  Confidence  in  your  Patriocifm,  Valour,  Condud  and  Fidelicy, 
D O,  by  thefc  Prefencs,  c.<j, Ifticuce  and  appoint  JQU  to  be    ,^\rJ^ <rv?/>  ti'<  <•/«  /:y>y»« ,y 


/.   7 A' (9  ^ 

flt/-Ae.reW       Vc 

J^^  the  Army  of  the  United  Stat 


:ates,  raufcVfor  the  Defence]  of  American  Libdrty,  and  for  repelling  every 
"Iforrilelhvafion .thcrtfof.    .  Vou.are  tKcMrorcf  carefully  ami  flillgcnsiy  c3.,^iil>^^'5a,.tl^'s..X)iii»^6£<»^i/^4rt-y».^^ 
by  doing  and  performijig  all  msinncr  of  Things  thereunto  belonging.     And  w<i  do  flriftly  ' 


J 


cliarge  and  require  all  Ollicers  and  SolArs  under  your  Coijimand,  to  be  obedient  to  your  Orders  as  //, 

iJ^a/i/ai^i  . .^,  And  you|re  to  obfcrve  and  follow  fuch  Orders  Ind  Diredions  from  Tiine  to 

'  "irne,  as  you  fhall  receive  from  this  oiiti  future  Congrefs  of  the  Uqited  Scatcj 
in  that  Purpofc  appointed,  or  CoD.inri(lnderinC;hief  for  the  Time  being  of  tl 
^t  any  other  your  fupcrlor  Officer,  ac(j girding  to  the  Rules  and  Dlfciplinc  c 
'i^ruft  rcpofrd  in  you!     This  CommiO  in  tq  coiuinue  in  I'orce  until  rcvokcdjby  this  or  a  future  Congrefs 

f(ny  ,^:if  *  /    ./I         / 


ATTEST, 


By  Order  ^  the  Congrefs,  ^ 


,  or  Committee  of  Congrefs, 
c  Army  of  the  United  States, 
f  War,    in  Purfuancc  of  the 
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